
 
Good Agricultural Practices 

A self-audit for growers and handlers 
 

INSTRUCTIONS 
 
Kentucky’s Good Agricul tural  Pract ices (GAP) program is a voluntary program with 
several  components to help the individual  producer best manage their  potent ia l  for  
contamination.  The main document that  you wi l l  work f rom was developed by Cornel l  
Universi ty af ter  much research. 
 
The f i rst  step in th is  program is educat ion.  The Universi ty of  Kentucky Extension 
Service,  the Kentucky Department of  Agr icul ture and the Kentucky Department for  
Publ ic  Health have jo ined together to formulate a smal l- farmer fr iendly program that 
introduces the concepts and al lows the individual producer to make informed 
decis ions for  their  operat ion.   
 

HOW TO COMPLETE THE FARM PLAN WORKSHEETS 
 

 To begin you wi l l  need: 
1) Good Agr icul tural  Pract ices – a sel f-audit  for  growers and handlers      
    (main document) 
2) Good Agr icul tural  and Good Handl ing Pract ices Self-Assessment and  
     Farm Plan worksheet 
 
The two instruments are designed to be used together.  After  reading the introduct ion 
and taking t ime to understand the guiding pr incip les in the main document,  you can 
begin to f i l l  out  your farm plan worksheet. 
 
The main document is d iv ided into sect ions cover ing a topic of  the GAP program, such 
as “Water.”  Each sect ion contains a number of  quest ions wi th informat ion about best 
pract ices fo l lowing the quest ion. The quest ions on the worksheets correspond to those 
on the main document.  
 
Begin by choosing a sect ion and dat ing the corresponding worksheet.  Read each 
quest ion and the informat ion.  A page number to help you locate the quest ion is  
provided on the worksheet.   
 
I f  the quest ion does not per ta in to your operat ion check, check N/A on the worksheet.  
I f  i t  does, check “Best Pract ices” i f  you are fo l lowing the protocol  out l ined exact ly.  I f ,  
however,  you f ind that that  area needs improvement mark ei ther  “Minor Adjustment”  or  
“Concerns Exist”  and wr i te in your act ion for improvement and the responsible person 
for  that act ion on your sheet.   
 
Complete the worksheets are you are able.  This wri t ten plan is  yours so don’t  worry 
about neatness or  complete sentences. This p lan is  your notes.  
 
Good management requires that you revis i t  the plan annual ly.  There are spaces 
provided on the front  page for  you to record those annual  reviews.   


